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Part One: The Northern 
Migration
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Real Estate and Land Discrimination

Exclusionary Zoning

Racial Covenants

Redlining

White Flight and Blockbusting 

America’s unwillingness to offer 
admission of guilt, or compensation 
through reparations 

HOW SYSTEMIC AND INSTITUTIONAL RACISM 
PERMEATES THROUGH FINANCIAL SECTORS







Part Two:       Complexity of 
Addiction in the Black 

Community



Past Laws and Policies
IMPACT STILL SEEN IN TODAY’S SOCIETY

ANTI-DRUG 
ABUSE ACTS OF 
1986/1988

THE WAR ON DRUGS

FRAMED AS CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE ISSUE 

MEDIA PORTRAYAL OF CRACK 
EPIDEMIC IN BLACK 
COMMUNITY (I.E. CRACK BABIES, 
SUPER-PREDATORS (HILLARY 
CLINTON SPEECH))





The War on   Drugs Campaign

• Over three decades ago, crack cocaine hit
American streets

• Communities of color were impacted the
hardest

• The “Campaign” devastated these community
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• Prevalence and correlation between poverty, violence and

drug abuse due to past and current systemic policies

• Lack of knowledge and education about opioids, and not

understanding that addiction is a disease

• Shame and denial of addiction

• Fear and mistrust stemming from historical trauma

• Education systems and the lack of equal or adequate

resources

Addiction in the Black Community 
HOW RACIAL AND DISCRIMINATORY LAWS AND 
PRACTICES CREATED A COMPLEX SET OF ISSUES 
IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY



• Black women fearful to ask for help for fear of losing

children to foster care system

• Addiction treatment not culturally accepted

• Black church believes abstinence is only route to recovery

• Blacks with OUDs in lowest income bracket

• Uninsured or underinsured

• Historically perceived to be more threatening and violent

• Over policed communities

• Lack of culturally responsive treatment models and

programs

Addiction in the Black Community
HOW RACIAL AND DISCRIMINATORY LAWS AND 
PRACTICES CREATED A COMPLEX SET OF ISSUES 
IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY



Part Three:   National 
Response to the Opioid 

Epidemic



Nothing New

vs

vs



What is Happening?

Heroin use has changed 
from an inner-city, minority-
centered problem to one 
that has a more widespread 
geographical distribution, 
involving primarily white 
men and women in their late 
20s living outside of large 
urban areas.

-Cicero, et. al, 2014



Changing Use Rates…

For the first time, new 
initiation to misused 
opioids  occurred via 
Rx pain pills, not 
heroin.

-Cicero, et. al, 2014



…Lead to Strong Public Policy Responses

•Champion-led task forces and stakeholder
engagement were key to opioid policy
passage.
•Leveraging personal stories to garner buy-
in helped propel state opioid efforts.
•A disjointed state legislature presented
challenges in passing state opioid policies.
•Physician pushback and technical
complications challenged PDMP
implementations.
•Lack of appropriated funding for
naloxone kits was a challenge to
implementation.

-Whitmore, et. al, 2019



2019 American Medical Association Recs:

Improving access to 
MOUD.

Addressing network 
adequacy and enhancing 
workforce

Improving access to 
naloxone.

Evaluating policy success 
and barriers.

Enforcing parity laws.

Expanding pain management 
options.

*To address the Opioid       
Epidemic



1995 American Medical Association Recs: 
*To address the Crack
Epidemic



The National Response

o Black patients are 77 percent less likely to be prescribed buprenorphine and

more likely to receive methadone treatment. 

o They are both FDA-approved to treat opioid use disorder (OUD)

o This creates issues with access



Part Four:  Why Black 
Community Missed Initial 

Stages of Epidemic



• Lack of access to prescription pain medication

• Black people prescribed pain meds less than white

counterparts

• Preconceptions, racial biases and stereotyping of

Black people seeking pain relief:

• Black people are perceived as drug seeking

• More likely to abuse drugs

Initial Stages of Epidemic
WHY BLACK COMMUNITY MISSED THE SURGE



Part Five:Opioid 
Overdose Deaths in Black 

Community



Overdose    Deaths in Black Community
DRUG ADDICTION IS NOW CONSIDERED A PUBLIC 
HEALTH ISSUE

In October 2017, the opioid epidemic in the U.S. was 
declared a national public health emergency

Attention was focused primarily on White suburban and rural 
communities. 

The rate of  increase of  Black American drug overdose deaths 
between 2015-2016 was 40 percent compared to the overall 
population increase at 21 percent. 

From 2011-2016, African Americans had the highest increase in 
opioid overdose death rates

SAMHSA, 2020



SAMHSA, 2020



SAMHSA, 2020



Overdose 
Deaths Due 
to Opioids 

in MN





Lack of Culturally Responsive Treatments
In the Black Community

Institutional and systemic racism 

Historical Framing (white washing) and implicit 
bias in medical field

Lack of Black American physicians, 
psychologists and mental health 
professionals 

Lack of culturally relevant/sensitive 
evidence based theories, therapies and 
programs.
Why is that?



Next Steps in treatment 
Harm Reduction Solutions

I. First phase- Implementation of culturally relevant public awareness campaign

II. Second phase- Opioid education from trusted members of community.
Partnering with NAACP and National Association of Baptist Churches

III. Third phase- School -based prevention programs

IV. Fourth phase- Narcan training for specifically targeted population
(primary caregivers: mothers, aunts, grandmothers, and other female 
community members)

V. Fifth phase - Investment in culturally relevant        EBT research, training and
dissemination 



Going Forward



(Eugene Richards, March 1988)
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